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04£  DOCUMENTS  ON  GERMANY,  1944-1985 

Address  by  the  Chairman  Khrushchev  Proposing  That  the  Western 
Powers  Thenceforth  Deal  Directly  With  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  on  Any  Questions  Concerning  Berlin,  Moscow,  November 
10,  1958  1 

[Extract] 


The  imperialists  have  turned  the  German  question  into  an  abid- 
ing source  of  international  tension.  The  ruling  circles  of  Western 
Germany  are  doing  everything  to  whip  up  military  passions 
against  the  German  Democratic  Republic,  against  the  Polish  Peo- 
ple’s Republic,  against  all  the  socialist  countries.  Speeches  by 
Chancellor  Adenauer  and  Defense  Minister  Strauss,  the  atomic 
arming  of  the  Bundeswehr  and  various  military  exercises  all  speak 
of  a definite  trend  in  the  policy  of  the  ruling  circles  of  Western  . 
Germany.  j 

We  want  to  warn  the  leaders  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germa- 
ny: The  road  followed  by  Western  Germany  today  is  a road  danger- 
ous to  peace  in  Europe  and  fatal  to  Western  Germany  herself. 
Indeed,  can  realistically  minded  politicians  today  hope  for  the  suc- 
cess of  a new  “march  to  the  East’’?  Hitler  in  his  time  also  did  ev- 
erything to  fan  war  hysteria,  in  order  to  prepare  the  ground  for  an 
attack  on  the  Soviet  Union.  However,  it  is  well  known  how  it  all 
ended.  It  is  not  hard  to  imagine  the  fate  of  those  who  would  try  to 
unleash  new  aggression  against  the  socialist  states.  No  speeches  by 
Chancellor  Adenauer  or  his  Minister  Strauss  can  change  the  bal- 
ance of  forces  in  favor  of  imperialism.  To  march  against  the  East 
would  mean  marching  to  death  for  Western  Germany. 

It  is  high  time  to  realise  that  the  times  when  the  imperialists 
could  act  from  "positions  of  strength”  with  impunity  have  gone 
never  to  return,  and  try  as  they  may,  the  imperialists  will  not  be 
able  to  change  the  balance  of  forces  in  their  favour.  Nor  should 


wnn  military  tecnmques  as  tney  are  today — would  not  survive  a 
single  day  of  modern  warfare.  We  do  not  want  another  military 
conflict.  It  would  be  fatal  to  Western  Germany  and  would  bring 
untold  calamities  to  the  peoples  of  other  countries.  The  Soviet 
Union  and  the  other  socialist  countries  are  doing  everything  to 
keep  the  adventurists  dreaming  of  new  wars  from  taking  the  fatal 
step.  The  West  German  policy-makers  would  do  well  to  consider 
more  soberly  the  existing  situation  and  desist  from  whipping  up 
military  passions. 

The  western  press  today  often  says  that  the  government  of  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany  is  planning  to  approach  the  Soviet 
Union,  the  United  States  of  America,  Britain  and  France  with  a 
proposal  to  call  a new  four-power  meeting  to  settle  for  the  Ger- 
mans, and  without  the  Germans,  the  question  of  the  unification  of 
their  country.  But  this  is  nothing  but  a continuation  of  the  old,  un- 


1 Soviet  Embassy  in  London,  Soviet  News,  November  11,  1958. 
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